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Deſigned for the Uſe of all, who would 8 a 
ſcience towards Goo; ande ive a Reaſon of their F 
*Praflice with Meekneſs and Fenn: 


* 
0 4 6 # > 
* - * * 
. 1 eo NDS k 
TY + *- ” . * 7 7 
_ gw” 4 : * "+ 2 x bl 2 2 v 
\ =. * . _ VE — _— — 
1 1 1 WD mY — 
4 n 
Search the Scriptures 
; * 
N 2 
- 4 
, © „ 
% " * 
n 1 - - 2. 2 
" CL — S oY —Yy - 9 — * _—_ * 
FA 7 7 „ * * - 
8 ©, Þ „ * 
* © " 8 4 
$3 
* 
4 . 
18 Ss ger - — 
. 4 4 
* of? 1 as ts _ **. wr 
” * hed ung, TW ” * ” = 
= - 4 
= * f 
[ 


Py " 
o 


* * bo * 7 « 
* * 7 
> 1 — * — 2 * * a . 
4 „ by * 

5 — © © NY . 13 | T " _t — i. 

— — — — — — — - — 9 E * h — a _—_— — 

* 4 * © 4 N 2 — A hy 
— , * : 
5 


— 


. 
a 
- 
, 
1 
Li 
re 


e H E NINTH E DN e 


+ 4. r 8 2 hace Ex * * * * 
— e 4 W 9 * 12 —— —Ä— * * * ” a 9 Wd. AMS 
ha. 4 1 4 * * —_ 1 2 2 _— 4. 1 po) 1 * 
* * * _ — — LA; — — — . 
1 1 — N . - . 
. » 


— 
* 1 1 3 * 
*- 
- 3% - - a A * 
1 * La 
id | oP * ; » 7 0 ; . > - 8 7 = ' 
5 8 * * A "I, 1 . ® * 
5 0 8 * 1 \y 1 ! = « 
— 15 - . 1 k - G A. C N 7 - 
* 9 I "I ES [ : i 0 _ l - p 8 * 
— - . 0 * 1 ® EM N 
* 8 F 4 * . * *% . 
a * "4 OP KW 2 N 
„ | + 5 9 * 
IN 2 8 2 EY 
EI. 7 : 5 4 b 7 7 . : 3 
— by 7 F 1 8 
9 14 4 7 4 > 1 * 1 
- * * 1 N Ly — 
- » * - bs 9 . * 


4 ly | : * » 5 5 ew . 4 


T. WILKINS, No. 48, Cos, ine, Snow: 


- 
r —— — T— — 


Ws ONE PENNY, or fs. 68. per Hundred. 


* 
* 
% 
. 
* 
* 
— 
* 
* 
* 
: 


* 


CP EPEFEFEFEFEFEF: 


* = — N * * 
\ , . | ; * Ti 
: ' a * - 
* A 
! * £ . : . 
* * * 
.. - 2 G \ 5 ' 
\ 0 of 
g wy : » L * 
1 x 4 * A7 
t d., 2 3 RN i 
* 


757 E very extraordi nary „ zeal, which has lately PE er- 
preſſed from the pulpit, and the preſs, for Infant-baptiſm, 
5 an ordinance of God, or of unqueſtionable and divine 
authority, put mt on reviewing the evidence, by which I was. 
formerly convinced of the contrary. , 
And as I don't remember to have met with any thing on the . 
ſubject exattly in this form; if it has no other advantage, it | 
may point out a method of enquiry to thoſe who make the word | 
of God the rule of their faith and practice. 

There are ſome few hints taken from modern authors; "BY 
the main is the judgment J 5 of theſe _ at the time 
eferred to. 3 

T have only to add, I am not com foley of a wilfal ih nter= 
retation of any text, but have faithfully given what J appre« 


hended to be the real ſenſe of the Holy G hoſt ; z to _ ny : J 
7 * ve ng 7 drama recommend it. 
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\H AT Baptifm is an ordinance of Jeſus Chit, is admittel a 
by the generality of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtiansd 
That it is of ſtanding ug uf in the church of God, a 
from the $ nature of the inſtitution when rightly underſtood 
Ad the promiſe of the great Head of the church to his miniſter 
in the adminiſtration of it; lo, I am with you alway, even to thy 
end of the world. 
And as this ordinance. is diſtinguiſhed from others, i in its 1 
mitation to a ſingle adminiſtration, without repetition z. greaſ 
care ſhould be taken, that we act agreeable to the. mind 9 
Chriſt in it: what is to be done but once in (the Chung s life 


oughtto be done well. 


— { _ p * V 
WV: | ; 8 


E 


& A foleran 1 of the divine glories, and 2 profeſſed (obj ectic 

to the authority of Father, Son, and Spirit, with a thankful recognition 15 th 

burial and reſurrection of our Lord Jefus Chriſt; in hon view of. which we defir 
to dic unto 48 and live unto holineſs. . ; 


— 


* 
* 
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| rating, or Jufti Hing ordinance; 


CELL 


It is certain, man are. apt to run into extremes; ſome may 
make. tao much pf. 


"fhat it 23 away wwe guilt of 


Original ſin, and is aw accompanied. with the conveyance of 


Others may t 


Jntle, if any ſpiritual meaning... 
Nor are men, good and learned men, leſs divided about the 
jefts and mode of this ſacred inſtitution. If this aroſe from 
the obſcurity or ambiguity of the terms in which it is revealed, 
it might carry the abpearancy of ſqme refle&ion on the wiſdom 


of the law- -giver; it hei inga duty of common concern, in which 

the plaineit Chriſtian b as deeply intereſted, as men of the 

I greateſt capacity or literature: but if it appears, that God has 

not been wanting in this matter, and that the ſcripture account 

ol it is in terms of a determinate meaning, and ealy to'be un- 

derſtood; whatever darkneſs may attend our minds, we have no 
room to quarrel with revelation, - 


It is now near thirty years, ſince I firſt examined this matter: 


and | am ſure no one could enter into the inquiry, with more 
earneſt deſire to find it on the ſide of the common practice; all my 


| converſation and proſpects leaning ſtrongly that way. 


| 


ND TO RS ri ate) 


| 
. 


3 — — » — 


mc 434 
—— — 


i only, 


its 


The method I took was, I hope in a dependence on God, 


| whoſe direction I earneRly imploretd, to collect the whole Wi. 


dence from ſcripture,” to conſider carefully every part ſeparately, 
that 1 might know "what was his 9 nd acceptable willsin. 


ibis ſervice. 


And whether I ſhould handily attain the defireale end or 
not, I remember I found great peace in the integrity of the de- 
termination. * Accordingly lo Thy up to om 1 Te #yfelf 
to ſearch the ſcriptures, - 

The queſtions before me were, 6 

Whether believers, or perſons profelſing faith 20d repentance 


Or believers and their naturatoffspring, or infants in common 


I| were the proper ſubje&s of baptiſm? | 


1 whether the manner of adminiſtration was by immerſion 
lunging, or by ſprinkling or east ; or Whether either 
[might t be ed jndifferently P | 
| Cookdering 


* 
7 * . * : $ 1 


| race ink as meanly of it, as a mere circum- 
antial ritual, or teſt of obedience. to a poſitive precept, with 


dan, con 


Conbdering that Bap tifm was an ordinance ne 0 
goſpel · diſpenſation; 1 8 it moſt natural, to expett an at. 
count of it in the New Teſtament. Accordingly began with the 
oſpel of St. Matthew, and in the third chapter met with rn Tory 
wing deſcription of John's baptiſm. 

In thoſe dec 1h came John the Baptiſt, preaching in- the” 
of Judea ; and ſaying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of + heaven is at 
hands That, then «went out to ham Jeruſalem, and all Judea; and 
all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jor- 

wv ng their fins —And that wen he ſaw many of the 1 „ 
riſees and Sadducees come to his Baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, 
generation of vtpers, who hath warned you, & . Bring forth . 
fruits meet for repentance, and think not to ja by within Ys ti wwe have 


Abraham to our father, & c. 


Here I found that Jobs: had a ſpecial commiſſion given tiey 
to reach and-baptize. | 
hat the ſubſtance of his miniſtry, was the doctrine of abe, 
ance, in the view of the near approach of che nene "_ 


for the kingdom of heaven ts at hand. 


That his ſucceſs was very extraordinary; elde 0 flocking 
aſter him, to hear him preach, and be baptized of hin: 22 
lem, and all Fudea, and the region round about, & c. 

That the place of his preaching, was the wilderneſs; and of 


his baptizing, the river Jordan. 11 | 7 


That the action was baptizing— $1 

' And that the diſpoſition of mind aid in "the fubjefts was 
repentance; and ſuch repentance as ſhould be productive of good 
fruits: and where this was wanting, a relation to Abraham + as 


their father did not.entitle them to his baptiſm. 


This appeared to me to be the ſum of the account; and; 9 
could not help obſerving, 

There is no intimation of children dein brought by their pa- 
rents to John. a 

Not a word of his ba tizing them, 45 Ft 944,7 ON0R 

No recommendation of this to their parents, as 4 duty tobe 
afterwards performed by them, in conſequence of their being 
i to his doctrire. No hint of pouring or ele, an 


but that Jolm baptized the people in the river 
that he did this on their repentance or profeſſion of it. Thus 
Jar the evidence being, for adult bapithn, 1 proceeded? to 


4 * 5 conſider 


* | WF: 
Posgaer t the baptiſm of our Lord, as defcribed in the fame 
chap. verſes 13, 14, 15, 16. Then cometh Jeſus. from Galilee 
to Jordan, to John to be baptized of him. But John forbad kim, 
| „I have need to be baplized of thee, and comeſt thou to me ? 
And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him, ſuffer it- to be ſo now : for 
[thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Then he ju ered him. 
An 9 wy when he was hatin, went up * of the 
water, & c. 
l Here I obſerved our Lord did net ſend to Zohn to come and 
| baptize him, þut went himſelf from Galilee to- Jordan, the place 
1 Fokn was baptizing; offered himſelf as a ſubje tt. 
n, apprehenſive of his ſuperior glory, modeſtly refuſes, 
Dur Lord inſiſts on it, as a part of righteouſneſs it became him 
| to fulfil. John baptized him, and as * Mark expreſsly ſays, in 
the river Jordan; and from the expreſſion of his 0 out of 
che water, I concluded it was by immerſion. y 
1 took notice of a difference between this, and the 8 
account. Here was no preaching on Tele 's part; no repent- 
ance required of, or confeſſed by our Lord Jeſus previous to 
baptiſm; theſe the dignity and purity of his perſon rendered un- 
neceſſary. He had the richeſt unction of the Holy Spirit, and 
| was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, —However he appeared with 
[ ed zeal to engage in the duty; and I thought he {poke as the 
ead of the church, and example of his people, when he ſaid, 
W Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, 
| The next place I conſulted, was Matt. xix. 13, 14. 8 | 
{4 
'| with Mark x. 13. and Luke xviii. 15. 
Den were there brought unto him little n that he ſhould put his 
{| Y hands on them and pray: and the diſciples rebuked them, But Feſus 
374 fuffer a+" children and forbid them not to come unto me: for of 
uch is the kingdom of of heaven. | 

This I had often heard quoted in favor of infant- -Baptiſm, and 
E auoreiore though I did not find the word baptize in the text, [ 
| {thought it deſerved a particular conſideration, _ 

And the firſt thing which came before me, was the deſire of 
| the parents or friends of thoſe children, or what they aimed at 
ſſin bringing them to Chriſt; and the evangeliſt Matthew lays, it 
was that he ſhould put his hands on them and pray ++ Mark and Luke 
| ay, that he might touch them; neither of them give the leaſt hints 
[ 


0 to wo deſire or requeſt * they might be baptized, oY 


ark i. 9. 


and the text ſays, he took them up in his arms, put his hands on the 


of Juch is the kingdom of heaven. 


or the known will of their Maſter. This they could hardly be 


lar churches conflituted in goſpel-order: for I could have n 


Whether all, or who among infants are a part of it, could only 
| known to God; and this being a matter wholly unrevealedy 


. N 
I then conſidered the conduct of our Lord on this occaſio s 
and bleſſed them. This, and no more, our Lord did at this time 
as I could find, by comparing the evangeliſts 8 —< _ 
This led me to conſider the reluctance of the diſciples, that 


theſe children ſhould be brought, and our Lord's diſpleaſure fig 
nified by his check of them, ſuffer little children to come unto me, fo 


What the diſciples reaſon was for oppoſing them, is not 
recorded: I thought it could not be from an wee that 
infants ſhould be baptized, had that been the practice of John 
guilty of; nor does our Lord take the leaſt notice of it in hig 
reproof: it is likely they were unealy he ſhould be interruptec 
from attending to matters, they judged of greater importance 
but however this was, I found they Rood reproved and the rea 
ſon given was, | FE e ee 
For of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. 53533 

Here I conſidered the kingdom of heaven mult intend the king 
dom of grace, or of glory. \ - | N 

And firſt, I began with the kingdom of grace, and preſentl 
ſaw, that muſt either be the inviſible church or general aſſembl 
of the firlit-born whoſe names are written in heaven, or partic 


notion of a national church, under the New Teſtament · diſpe 
ſation, Accordingly I brought infants to each of theſe, ende 
vouring to come at the truth. As to the inviſible church, co 
ſiting only, as 1 could ſee, of the election of grace, I thoug 


could not ſee how it could give them a right to Baptiſm, 


As to particular churches, it did not appear that infants we 


claimed or treated as members; nor could I underſtand their 's 


poeny for memberſhip, which ſeemed to be founded inthe Ne 
Teſtament, on a declared agreement of the ſaints in principles a 
experience. _ . E 
15 Pes conſidered the kingdom of glory, conſiſting in 
beatific viſion, and enjoyment. of God. And here I p 
TS | X 0 OE TO 


- f - SY | ( 10 FJ * 
preſently found, my wiſhes out- run revelation; and in the 
iſue was obliged to leave infants to the ſovereign mercy of 
him, who is the Judge of the eatth, and will do nothing 
but what is right. Nor could I ſee, on the ſuppoſition of their 
being all admitted to that kingdom, of which I could find no 


Fout a ſpecial order from the Law. giver of the church, or ſome 
neceſſary connection between that ordinance and eternal life. 


bound the difficulty removed, and the expreſſion cleared up, 
i of fuch is the kingdom of heaven; that is, as our Lord adds, 
eri, I fay unto you, whoſoever fall not receive the kingdom of God 
4 4 little child, he ſhall not enter therein, or as Luke has it, in no 
vie enter therein. . FFF 

u now appeared, that our Lord was ſpeaking of the 
Il temper,” and not merely of the perſons of children; and 
| what greatly confirmed me, was a parallel paſſage, Matt. 
viii. 2, 3. Jeſus called à little child and fet him in the mdf 
| of them, and ſaid, verily 1 jay unto you, except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye hall not enter into the kingdom 
e heaven, And adds, whofoever - therefore fhall humble hwmfelf 
as ' this little child, the ſame is the greateſt in the kingdom of 
Wl heaven, and whoſo ſhall receive one ſuch little child in my name, 
Wl recerocth me: and whoſoever offend one of theſe little ones 
ich believe in me, it were better for him, . that a mulſtone were 
Wi hanged» about his neck, and that he were dron\ed in the depth of 


bi 

1e jea. | e | e r 
! Here I compared. the expreffions of receiving Chriſt, ' and 
receiving one of theſe little ones, making profeſſion of 
ti, k a ' | . FX. . Ay. 3 IF +3” 3 LENT 
is name, and the little ones, believing in him, with the 


i 


{8 


dreadful nature of the threatning in offending them; and 


infants, but were all well adapted io younger or weaker 
WEIS Oo 1 

Upon the whole, after the ſtricteſt ſearch, I could find in 
l thele texts nothing relating to Baptiſm. Nor could I help 
| thinking, had it been the intention of our Lord that. infants 
l ſhould be baptized, he would not have omitted the practice, 


$ 
| Q1 
N . 
: « . 
. | pp. J 
1 1 * A N 


WS * 


ture aſſurance, that their right to baptiſm was evinced, with- 


| Muſing on theſe things, I looked a little farther, and ſoon 


UI tould not ſee how theſe could be applicable to mere 


or 3 dilourſe 3 it, on occaſions which leemed ſo nal 


ner in \whith;. wm 


- 
— 7 1 n 


by: 0 11 45 77 5 EX, 


rally to lead him to it. Vin. 
Failing of my aper for diſcovery of Infant-Baptifn here, L 
haſtened to the 

Commiſſion recorded Matt. xxviii, 18, 19, 20. compared with 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. . „ t 

All power 1s r in W 0. en ore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, — | 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; Teaching them to obſerve all 
things, whatſoever I have commaned you: ang lb 7 am wh on alway, 


even unto the end of the world, r&< 


Struck with the ſupreme - 1 of a riſa; Jeſus, TY 
concluded from the ſolemnity of the introduction, it mult 
be a very heinous affront, to add, alter, or tate away from 
the ſacred commandment. And with a mind 1 truſt, pol- 
ſeſſed with reverence of his Majeſty, I entered into a me- 
ditation on the precept. Here J found the perſons charged 
with the coninitiias were the apoſtles; who, notwithſtanding 
the eminence of their charàcter, and peculiars of their after 
unction, were not to make, but publiſh and explain the laws of 
Chriſt; That, and only that which they received of the Lord,” 
were they to declare to the church, And from the nature of 
the duty enjoined, and the reach of. the promiſe even. to the. end 
of the world, I judged all goſpel-miniſters to be. included! in the 


| commiſſion, | 


The duty enjoined, or ſervice 0 be performed, was to teach 
and baptiae. 
Or as I underſtood it, be diſciples by teaching (for I 


could not think of any other way) and then to baptize them. 


The ſubje&s of inſtruction and baptiſm, were all: nations, 
or as Mark has it, all the world, and every creature, Gentiles, 
as well as Jews; not every individual, for the ablurdity 
of that was moſt glaring⸗ but ſuch as were capable of re- 
ceiving the doctrine, and making a Proſeſſan of it, in order to 


Baptiſm. 


The time of baptizing, according to the evanaplifh: Mark, 
ſeemed to be when they believed: or as \Matthew>- has it, 
when they were taught or made diſciples, * And: the mon- 
N . the e b Loan 


0 1 | 7 N | b 

mon and natural ſenſe of the word Baptiſm, with the uſe of f 
it in John's baptiſm, appeared to me to be by immerſion; 5 

and I was the more confirmed in this, from John's chuſing a 
place to baptize in, where there was much water, John iii. | 
23. I tried, and tried again, to bring in infants under the | 
| general term of all nations; but,. Mark's believeth and is baptized, ; 
with Matthew's teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I have 

{ commanded you, obliged me to. conclude it muſt be confined to 

| the adult. "Os © T —9ů [og 5 I | 8 
Thus far the ballance ſeemed to be on the fide of the 

Antipædobaptiſts; but having determined when I ſet out, 

| to examine the. whole evidence, I purſued the enquiry, 

| and being thoroughly ſatisfied that the apoſtles wes not 

miſtake their maſter; I thought if I was miſtaken in my 

= apprehenſion of his will, in the commiſſion, 1 ſhould be 

W = Tight by their conduct. I began with Peter's ſermon, 

Acts ii. . 9 „„ Ty 

L The point the apoſtle aimed at, 1 found in verſe 37. 

Wl Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know afſuredly, that God 

WW hath made that fame Jeſus, whom you- have crucified, both Lord | 

and Chu iſt. In this he aflerts the glory of the perſon crucified, 
he was Lord of all, and charges them directly with his 

murder; they had crucified, or with wicked hands had ſlain 
him. | ; J 
The effect was, They were priced in the heart, and cried out, 

Men and brethren what ſhall me do? Upon which Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name 0 

Jieſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of jins, and ye ſhall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt. , For the promiſe is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that. are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 

God ſhall" call. It is added, ver. 41. Then they that glad) 
rectived his word were baptized, and the fame day there were added unt! 
them; about three thouſand fouls. And they continued in the apoſtle 

* doArine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers 
And ver 44. All that believed were together, and had all thing 

| common, Kc. ; 270 8 Care 8 f 27 ; 5 5 . 
Here I obſerved how Peter underſtood his commiſſion ; he 

began with preaching or teaching—waiting for the ſuccels 

of vi labour. Nor did I find a word of Baptiſm, till they 

were fricked in their hearts; then indeed, and not yrs 
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T. Chal- 


rd our. 


glad) 
a unt0 
apoſtle 
TAyers, 
thing 


n; he 
ſuccels 
they 
zeſore, 
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1 underſtood after this manner: If you are indeed grieved 


with my own eyes, I conſidered what this promiſe might be 
the text indeed 1 found, if not wholly filent, yet not direct 


"4 could be claimed, but by believers, And as to the gift of 


— 


| 


%» TTT 
he ſays, repent, and be baptized, in the name of the Lord Jeſus : whic 
and aſhamed of your conduct towards this Jeſus Whom yo 


have crucified : If you are convinced by the Spirit of God, he 
is the promiſed Meſſiah, che great Redeemer, and King of hi 


church, and have a fiducial dependance on him for ſalvation 


then you are to be baptized in his name, and may hope for 
comfortable evidence in your Baptiſm, of the remiſſion of you 
ſins, and that you ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghof 
And for their encouragement he adds, for the promiſe it to yd 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as t 
Lord our God ſhall call i „„ 

Now I thought the evidence of children's right to Baptiſt 
began to open, eſpecially as I had often heard-this verſe me 
tioned as an inconteſtible proof of it But being wſlling to fe 


expreſſive; but on cloſe” reflection, I thought it muſt be eith 
The great promiſe of the Meſſiah, as the ſeed of Abraham, 
whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed; or | 
Of the remiſſion of fins for his ſake; or of the gift oft 
Holy Ghoſt. * $I LY 
Accordingly I brought infants to each of theſe; and p 
ſently ſaw as to the firſt, the great honour which was done 
the es and their offspring, that Chriſt ſhould be allied 
them according to the fleſh; but found nor reafon to conclu 
that all Abraham's natural children, were the children of 
promiſe as to the ſpiritual part of it; nor could 1 ſee how: 
general promiſe of the Meſliah,- as the ſeed of Abraham, co 
give them a right to Baptiſm, if impenitent and' uncalled, 
more than the Gentiles, or thoſe afar off. „ 
As to the promile of the remiſſion of fins, I ſaw. not how 


Holy Ghoſt, if it was of the ſame kind with what had b 
lately poured out upon the Apoſtles, the thing ſpoke for itl 
there was no room to expect it in a flate of infancy. 
Buy Children, then, I apprehend muſt. be meant their off 
when called; and then I could eaſily apply the promiſe to th 
in any or all the foregoing ſenſes. „ 


* 


(14) 


Upon the whole I Bund, Peter preach d, 8 

The people repented, and gladly received ER word—wee 
Des 
| added to the church, 

| and walked in fellowſhip ; ; 
Wand encouragement was given to their offspring, that - with the 
ame experience, or when called, they might look. for the ſame 
privileges. 

1 could 5 not but think, bad the Apoſtle 0 to expreſs 
their right as infants to Baptiſm, it was ſtrange, very ſtrange, 
| Fthat no notice ſhould be taken, either then or aſterwards, of 

ze adminiſtration of it. 
The-next account of Baptiſm [ met wink was Acts viii. 12. 
But when they believes Philip, preaching the things concerning the 
| 1 avid of God? and the Name 9 F Fe efus, they were baptized both men 


i 
| 
Mend women. 
Here 1 found the Evangeliſt agree with the Apoſtle, and both 
Weeping cloſe to the commiſſion. Philip begins with preaching 


an. The people believed; and . when they did ſo, and 
1 ot beſore, he baptized them And they are ſaid to be men and 
Wome: ; the phraſe I took to be expreſſive of the extent, and 
k mitation of the ordinance ; not men only, but men and women; 
ot men, women and children, but men and women only. 
And indeed, I thought it could not be otherwiſe if a perſonal 
With, and a profeſſion of it were pre· requſite to Baptiſm. And 
U eſe L found were inſiſted on by this Evangeliſt, in the-caſe of 
Me eunuch, recorded in the ſame chapter: The account of 
it hich fands thus; 
Pe ' Verſes 26, 27, 28, &c. 235 
| '; Jn 4 of the Lord ſpabe unto Philip, faying, ariſe and go . 
ard the 76 Ec. and he aroſe and went, and behold a man of 


j has returning, and 7 uting in hs chariot, and read Efaias the prophet, 
4 hen the ſpirit aid unto . Philip, go near and join thyjelf to this 
4 aiot. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read "the Pro- 
Eſaias, and ſaid, underſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt ? And he 
| id, Kore can J, except ſome man ſhould guide me; e tg 
e that he would come up and fit with him. . wk 

Par which he read was this, he | was led as a An to t Jahr, 


| 
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Whe Goſpel, or things concerning the kingdom of Cad, and the name 


iobia, an eunuch, &c. who had come to Jeruſalem for to worſhip, 


or brink of the water. - 


Acts xth. 


forbid water, that theſe ſhould not te baptized, whack have receivei 


_ of e and comparing the eee fearing God u 


— f - 


| [TEE 2 
his: Thepinidh a an cred Phit and ſaid, I pra thee of 3 
the prophet this, &c. Then Pa enk * and — at 
the 2 ſcripture, and* ' preached 812 Wen Jeſus; and as they went 
on their way, they came ta à certain water; and the tunuch ſaid, fee 
here is water, what doth hinder me to ve baptized ? And Philip ſaid, 
if thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And hg anſwered: 
and ſdid, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt 2s. the fon of God. — And he 
commaniled_ the chariot to ſtand ftill : And they went - dozon both into 
the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him; and 
when they were come up out of the water, the ſpirit of the Lord caught 
away Plulip, aud the pk as tum no more and he went on 45 way 


| Tong. 


This appeared to me to be a plain and expreſſive. account of 
the fubjefts and mode of Baptiſm. Philip begins with teach- 
ing, or preaching Chriſt as a Saviour, and Sovereign: The eu- 
nuch deſires to be baptized : Philip inſiſts on a confeſſion of his 


faith: The eunuch gives him ſatisfaftion : They both go out of 


the chariot, and Philip baptizes him: And I could not help ob- 
ſerving the peculiarity of the phraſes; they went down both. into 


the water, both Philip and the eunuch ; and when they were come 


wp pub, of the water, Sr. which ſtrongly impreſſed my mind, 
at the baptiſm of the eunuch was by immerſion: and muſt be 
deſigned to deſcribe ſomething more Fear, barely going to the hde 


The next inſtance of baptiſt was that of Cornelius, recorded 


And of him, it is ſaid, verſe the nd. he was Aae man 
and one that feared God with all has houſe. - Which I underſtood no 
of mere babes, if he had any; but bf thoſe who were in ſome 
meaſure grown up, capable under a divine influence of forming 
ſome apprehenſions of the glory of God, and their obligations 
to revere and ſerve him. 

By the direction of an angel he ſends for Peter—Peter begin | 
with preaching: God owns his miniftry: The Holy Ghoſt fall 
on all thoſe which heard the word; and Peter aſks, Can any mai 


the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptizes 
Here I found the commiſſion ſlrictly regarded and kept up 
to, an exa& conformity with the forementioned inſtance 
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Wall his houſe, ver. 2. and their receiving the like gift with thoſe who 
believed in the Lord Fefus, mentioned chap. xi. ver. 17. 1 ſaw no 
reaſon to ſuppole that infants were of that number. 


of whom we read, Ads xvi. 14. that ſhe was a ſeller of purple of 
= the city of Thyatira, who worſhipped God, and heard the Apoſtle; 
| whoſe heart the Lord opened, and fre attended unto the things which 
W were ſpoken of Paul; and was baptized, and all hey houſhold.. 

As to Lydia, I thought there could be no diſpute, whether ſhe 
believed before ſhe was baptized ; the textaſlerting that ſhe wor- 
Wl fripped Cod and that the Lord opened her heart. 8 

2s to her houſehold, what it conſiſted of is not ſaid; nor is 
any notice taken of her huſband, if ſhe had any; all that ap- 
W peared to me, from a careful examination of the account was, 
that ſhe was not at home, or in the place ofher common reſidence; 
that ſhe came to ſell her purple, had a houſe for that purpoſe and 
| probably ſervants oak her in her trade; nor could I ſee it 
| altogether conſiſtent with prudence, to bring a family of young 
children, if ſhe had any, into the hurries of buſineſs,  __ 

= -. Uponthe whole, I thought it might be ſuch a houſe as Corne- 
lis . who if they did not fear God before, were converted 
by a bleſſing on the Apoltle's miniſtry, and baptized with their 
= miſtreſs. And what greatly tended to confirm me in this, was, 
= that the perſons the Apoſtle found in Lydia's houſe when he 
entered into it, are called brethren, and were comforted by him; 
= which cannot be ſaid of infants; as alſo the account of the con- 


/ 


j + | verſion of the jaylor and his family contained in the ſame chap- 


. 


. 
— 


W ter, ver. 25, 26, 27, Sc. which is as follows. | 
At midnight Paul and Silas prayed, &c. Suddenly there was a 
WI great earthquake, &:c. The keeper of the priſon would have killed him- 
Fe. Paul cried with a loud voice, ſaying, do thyſelf no harm. Ti 
Keeper called for a light, and ſprang in, and came trembling, and fell 
ih down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out, and faid, fn 
What muſt 1 do to be ſaved? and they faid, believe on the Lord 
WW 7eſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe. And they ſpole 
. a : | | $44: 1 
BW unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in has. houſe, 
Aud he took. them, the ſame hour of the night, and waſhed ther ſtripes, 
and was baptized, he and all his ſtrait way. And when he had brought 
Wn - them into his houſe, he ſet meat before them, and rejoiced, believing 


Wh in God with all his houſe, 


The 


| I This led me to Conſider the converſion and 'baptiſm of Lydia, | 


ofe who 


no 
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bleſſing his word to the 
baptized and rejoiced. 
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with all eis 
were baptized. 
Here I foun 


which 


thank G 
fhould ay, that I had 
the houſehold of Stephanas, Sc. 

What this houſhold was I gat 


called fi 
of the 


; = „% 5 
The fact here I thought ſtood. thus — The jailor under the 
wer of ſtrong convictions cries out, what muſt 1 do to be 
ved ? The apoſtle anſwers, believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be faved, and thine houſe: that is as I underſtood 
it, if they believe alſo: upon which they ſpake unto him tHe 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his houſe, And God 
jailor and his family, they believed, wers 


This led me to.coofder what is faid of 
tiians. Acts xviii. 8. 
And Criſpus the chief ruler of - the 


Criſpus and the Corin- 


ſynagogue believed on the Lord 
fe : and many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed, 


d the maſter and the family believers, and that 
the Corinthians heard, believed, and were. baptized—And as hear» 
ing and believing are mentioned previous to the baptizing of the 
Corinthians; I concluded. it was equally fo, in the inſtance of 
W and his houſe. | | fe | 

he laſt inſtance I met with, was in 1 Cor. i. 
eaks of the baptizing the houſhold of Stephanas. T 
I baptized none of you, but Criſpus and Gaius: left any 
ptized in my own name; and 1 baptized ah 


14, 155 is , 


hered from the 16th chap. and 
15th verſe, where the apoſtle ſays, I befeech you brethren, ye know 
the houſe of Stephanas, that it is the firſt fruits of Achaia, and that 
they have addicted themſelves to the miniſtry of the ſaints, W hence 
I thought they could not be infants, but believers in Chriſt, 
converted and baptized by the apoſtle : or they could hardly be 
fruits, and be ſaid to addict themſelves to the miniſtry 
ints whether we underſtand it of their relievi 
wants or preaching the everlaſting goſpel. 

Having thus gone through the hiſtory o 
niſtered by the apoſtles, I proceeded to conſider the account 
they gave of the meaning or ſpiritual deſign of it: and wit 
this view compared Rom. vi. 3, 4. with Col. ii. 12. Kno pe nd 
that ſo many of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
into his ' death. Therefore we are buried with him by baptiſm mnt 
death : that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory « 
ine Father, even jo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. For 1f 


f baptiſm, as admi- 


— 
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have been planted togethzr in the likeneſs of his death, we fall be af 
in the likeneſs - of his reſurrection, knowing that our old man is crucified, 
&c. And in Coloffians I found the ſame metaphor kept up; Bu- 
Lied with him in bapliſm, where alſo ye are riſen with lr thro the 
ail of the operation of God. © 
od In forming a- judgment of the defign of the Holy Ghoſt in 
| theſe pallages, I thought it neceſſary to conſider firſt the deſcrip. 
tion, or character of the perſons baptized; and they are ſaid, 
ver. 11th, to be circumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands: 
Which I knew not how to interpret ſo well of any thing, as the 
reneming influences of the Holy Ghoſt: agreeably to which they 
are further repreſented as the ſubjects of that faith whick ts of the 
Wl operation.o God: or as it is elſewhere called“ precious faith, 
Wl and the faith of God's electr. ; | 
The metaphor came next under conſideration, They were the 
Buried with Chriſt in baptiſm : This ſeemed much better to an- 
ſwer to immerſion than ſprinkling or. pouring—and ſuppoſing ſb * 
| that the faith mentioned might refer to their being buried as well I © 
| 1as rifing ; this I thought might be the meaning of their being 8. 
| 


- 
LY 


' N 
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planted in the likeneſs of Chriſt's death ; That as in the ordinance (W-*? 
of the ſupper, there is a believing memorial of Chriſt's'love in le 
his ſufferings and death; ſo in baptiſm, the ſaint, by an eye of * 
faith, is called to attend to his condeſcenſion when impriſoned 
in the grave, and his glory as a conqueror in breaking the bands 3 
of death: in each of which he ſuſtained the chaiaQter of the ! 
| Aurety of the-covenant and head of the body.— And as the ac- U 
tions of breaking the bread and pouring out the wine, are ex- .B 
preſſive of his agony and death; the immerſion, and rifing of “ 
e perſon baptized, might refer to his burial. and reſurrection. 55 
Il chen proceeded to examine 1 Cor. vii. 14 a text J had often 


; 1 
4 


n 
WW heard quoted as proving, if not in direct terms, yet by juſt con- 8 
Wl ſequence, the right of infants to baptiſm. The words are, For, 
ale unbelieving huſband is ſanctiſied by the wife, and the unbelieving wife ll © 
Wizs ſandified by the huſband : elſe were your children unclean, but now ll * 
tn; 3 are. holy. > * \ Fs Ye THE. 3 

1 ONE the occaſion of the words, and could find no- 
ching 8 to 2 in the context. An affair evidently of 
another kind, employed the mind of the apoſtie; to wit, the 
eceſſity or expediency of attending to the duties of the mar- 
Wiriage-relation, where one was a convert, and the other an inf. 
. 8 , e EG deb 


. 19 
del. This I thought was the point in view. And it ſtands de- 
termined; that the wife is not to depart, nor the huſband. to put her 
away; unleſs ſome other circumſtances ſhould render it neceſſary 
and warrantable. 8 I CENT I $424 0 

And to remove the ſcruple of a tender ſpirit; it is added, that 
the i der is ſanctified by the believer; by which I could 
not underſtand an internal ſpiritual purity of mind, this being 
the work of the Divine Spirit : But as every thing elſe, ſo the 
martiage. relation is ſanctified to the believer, by the word of God 
and prayer. The ignorance or enmity of the infidel, would, not 
render the ſaints conſcientious-and faithful diſcharge of his duty 
leſs neceſſary or acceptabee. 1 

And to inforce his determination of their continuing toge- 
ther, the Apoſtle adds, elſe were your children unclean, but nam 
they are hals... . | =] 
Hoe contend, how a way be faid to be unclean ; 
and I thought they are all fo by nature; bein Pages in iniqui 
and Ba] in n. The ain and "pallution of bil 
only be removed by the blood of Chriſt, and the power of the 
Holy Ghoſts. As to: this I could ſee no difference between the 
ſeed of believers, and others; all are concluded under fin, and by 
nature chal1ren of wrath. 3 | 8 
I then remember to have heard, that all out of the pale of the 
. Jewiſh. church were unclean, as oppoſed to that holineſs which 
18 attributed to the whole congregation of 1frael, and that fuch 
'uncleanneſs attends the children of unconverted Gentiles now: 
But ccnfidering Peter's viſion, in which he is forbid: to call that 
common aich God hath cleanſed: That themiddle wall of partition 
is broken down: That in regeneration, or, the new man, there is 
neither Greek, nor Jew, circumciſion, nor uncircumciſtion, Barbarian 
Scythian, Bond nor free, but Chriſt is all and in all n 
the peculiars of the Jewiſh church, as hereditary and national, 
are now utterly ſet aſide, I could ſee no more uncleannels in one 
infant than in other „ 

Upon the whole, 1 thought the affair ſettled by the apoſtle 
wholly matrimonial : it was highly probable, the holineſs and 
uncleanneſs were of the ſame kind: or related to apparent legiti- 
macy or illegitimacy. 2 VVV 
Nor could 1 ſee on the ſuppoſition of an external ſort of holis 
nels derived to an infant from a believing parent, that we are 
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ts coneluds its right to baptiſm without a ſpecial direction fror 
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=> 


the lawgiver of the church ® a "Wig: 
This led me to conſider the apoſtle's account of Abraham, 
Rom. iv. 11, 12 13. As the father of all them that believe though 
_ they be not circumciſed; and that the promiſe is of faith, that it might 
y grace, to the end it might be ſure to all the ſeed; not to that only 
which is of the law, but to that alſo which "is of the faith of Abraham, 
who is the father of us all. And that he received the for 3 
e ,, ele, of Ji whith be had yet Tring un 
4 _ EIYCU e Ge. is | b „ 0. 
This I found commonly inſiſted on to prove that Abraham's 
covenant was the. covenant of grace That a part of his ſeed 
were the believing. Gentiles, and their offspring: and that a 
W Abraham's children were circumciſed, the children of believers 
Wm ſhould be baptized. -- | OMEN On. 


_- 
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large in the 17th of Genefis, and it appeared to me to be of a 2 


Meſſiah according to the fleſh. This part of the covenant! 
thought diſtinguiſhable from the covenant of grace: for J could 
not but ſee he might have all theſe, without any ſpecial rela- 
tion to God as a child But when God promiſes to be hzs God, 
to %% him, and that in his ſeed all the families of the earth ſhould bt 
= fed; looked upon theſe to be promiſes as expreſſiveofprivileges 
of another, and more valuable kind than any of the former. 
And as the covenant appeared thus to be of a mixt nature, and 
the bleſſings diſtin; ſo | found this ſeed to be deſcribed very dif- 
ferently in ſcripture : ſometimes intending all his natural chuldren ; 
ſometimes the perſon of Chriſt only: and here, and in other 
| places, all his ritual offspring, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
rue baptiſm of infants may be juſtified from this paſſage, ſo may the bay 
N I  ftiſm of the gabelicviag huſband and the unbelieving wife; for they are ſaid to be 


|} fortified or boly, as well as their children, 
1 3 . 
18 | 
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came, who is over all, God blefſed' for ever. Rom ix. 4, 5. © 


| | jan? He anſwers, mach every way : chie 


. Er 5 
As to his children, who. are only fo after the' fleſh, they had 
their outward advantages: but not as I could ſee the bleſſings of 
the covenant of grace. Ls OE 
As to Chriſt, it did not appear any bleſſing v as derived from 
Abraham to him; but on the contrary, Abra received the 
bleſſing in, and from the Meſſiah, his: rot as well as offspring, 
And as to his ſpiritual ſeed, they were all, whether 7ews or 
Gentiles, partakers with him of the ſame faith and ſalvation, . 
Cixcumeifion I thought to be a ſign or badge of ſeparation to 
the Jew, in common, as diſtinguiſhed: from the Gentiles, and 
perhaps of regeneration to his ſpiritual ſeed: but. conveyed, as 
I could ſee no ſpiritual bleſſing to either. And I thought if the 
' baptiſm of infants av”: ne, gj-20m was to be argued from cir- 
cumciſion; the Apoſtle would certainly have given ſome hint 
of it; whereas his diſcourſe is confined” to believers, without a 
word of their children”, _ Ds 
That circumciſion was a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith to 
Abraham, is indeed aſſerted ; but that it was, to his natural ſeed, 
IL. could form no idea of: at leaft till they had by faith, a view 
2 righteouſneſs, by which Abraham their father was 
. 1 0 p Ko 3 : ' 1 
And the apoſtle ſeems to explain the whole matter, Rom. ix; 
5, 6, 7, 8. Hi are not ali Iſrael, which are of Iſrael, neither be- 
eauſc they are of the feed of Abraham, are they all children; that is 
they whach are the children of. the fleſh, thefe are not the children of 
God, but the chu/dren of the promiſe are counted for the feed, Now 
I concluded, if this was true of the natural ſeed of Abraham, à 
' believer, certainly it could be no. lels ſo of the offspring of the 
: Gentile believers  _ - © Cy 
As to the privileges of the cus above the Gentiles, the apo 
. tle is exprels, that unto them pertamed the ado tion, and the glory 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the ſervice of God 
and the promiſes and that Tau them, as concerning the fleſh, Chrj 


agreeable to what he before had ſaid, when putting the queſtio 
hat advantage then' hath the Jew, or what profit is there in circumt 
8, becauſe unto them we 
committed the oracles of God, © © $19,005 2136, 5 $565 © 
So that it evidently:appeared the church of the  Zews had 
glory; but as the ſame apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor, iii. 10, 14; | 


S ; * 


( 22. ) Woot 


was as no glory, if combaned. with the which . Bu i 
that aw glory away was with the im more that which. Fane 
eth is glorious.— That is, as I underſtood it, all the. earnal part of 
Jewiſh glory was ſwallowed up, and utterly ſet aſide by the fim- 
| Plicity, ſpirituality, and liberty of the goſpel- -diſpenſation ; ;. and 
as it was formerly, All were not Iſrael, u ach were of Iſrael; fo: 
| now. he ts not a Jew, which is one outwardly „neither i 25 that circum- 
ciſton, which is outwardiy in the bz 2 lie is Jew, uch 1.5 
| one inzardly, and circumciſion is the heart, in the. fit, and 
1 not. in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of Cod. . ii. 
Ver. 85 99 - 
I'then proceeded to conſider the exciſii 2 of the Jeu s, and 
i ll the. taking in of the Gentiles, recorded, Rom. xi. 15, 2 10 in 
. [ | which, .though there is no. exprels mention gf Baptiſm or of 
| the baptiſin of infants, yet I found commonly produced as de- 
19 e of a federal holineſs, conveyed from parents to Ehil- 
k ren in conſequence of which 9 9 ey yea k to be 
baptiz ed. 
he words of che text are. | 
j 


If the firſt-fruit be holy 8 ot hoy: 64 rl the, root be 
holy, fo are the branches; and if ſome of the anches be broken of, 
3 and 
h ay artakeſt of the root and fatnefs of. the olive tree Kc. | 
hat converted Gentiles fangs on a level with believiri * 
3 had already ſeen. That the peculiar form of the Jewiſh e church 
ras aboliſh'd at the death of Chriſt, I found generally acknow- 
edged; that being the miniſtration. whick was to be done away, to 
| . ake room for that which was to remain ſo that 1 could "not tell 
| A ow to conceive of = Lerne a U with the 
aim, they being always repreſented as diſtinR, or diſtin- 
[i | uiſhable- the one Tos, eg f i 


| By the root . then I underſtood Abraham—By. the branches his 
ural offspring—By the wild. olive the Gentiles . in a natural 


ua! branches of Abraham the father of the faithful: and were 


ial privileges of the covenant of grace. 
bel I thought to be the moſt a ſenſe of the text; nor 
| bald I 8 this could have any relation ee whe- 
j * 8 an eee, ieee e 221 194 244d. hab 
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being a wild olive-tree wert - grafted in among them, ana with 


ate z who upon receiving the grace of God became the ſpi-⸗ 


1 1 * intereſted. with his die natural branches, 3 in all | 
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The gent reference to Baptiſm 1 found, 1 Cor, N 1, ». T 


would not that you fhould be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all pafſed through the ſea, and were all baptized un- 
to Moſes, in the cloud, and in the jea. 9 9 5 

I0o underſtand this I thought it proper to enquire into the 
Jact, as recorded by Mofes, which I thought would give light to 


the alluſion, 193 „ + 

And in Exod. xiv. 1 9 we are told the pillar of cloud went from 
before the face of the Iſraelites, and ſtood behind them; that it ca me be- 
tween, the _— the Egyptians and the camp of Iſrael, and it was i 
cloud and darkneſs to the one, and gave light by night to the other. And 
that the Lord cauſed the fea to go back by a ſtrong eaſt wind. all that night, 
and made the fea dry land: and the children of Iſrael went into the uu 


of the upon dry round, and the waters were a wall unto them, on 


Here I found that part of the cloud which was next to the 
Tfrachtes was bright, clear, and comfortable; nor the leaff inti- 
mation of rain falling upon them. The ſea was made dy 

ound, and the waters were a wall unto them, on the right hand, 
and on the left; fo that 1 concluded, the term baptized muſt res 
fer to their ſituation in the midſt of the ſea, encompaſſed by theſe 
walls, and attended with the cloud, rather than to any water 
coming out of the one, or ſprinkling daſhings from the other 
which muſt have been very troubleſome, to ſuch a body © 
people in their march; and as I thought inconſiſtent with the 
account of their ſtanding in, and coming out of che ſea on d 
pie brought me to the laſt place of ſcripture, which ſpeak 
dire&ly to the nature and meaning of the ordinance of Baptiſng 

1 Pet, iii. 20, 21. The long-fuffering of God waited: in the dt 
of .Noah while the ark was Preparing : wherein. few, that 1 
eight. fouls were ſaved by water. The lite figure whereunto, even ba 
ro alſo now fave us, ¶ not the putting away of the filth of th 
ſh, but the anſwer of a good: cnſcuence towards God ) by the ref 
Here it appeared that there were ſome circumſtances attend 
the ark, and the ſalvation of Noak and his family by. wate 
which were figurative or typical of Baptiſm ; and when I e 
mined the account as given by Mofes, Gen. vii. I found it ſtoe 
thus; the ark was God's contrivance and appointment,, and 
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was a large hollow veſſel, in which Noak and his tamil 7, and 
the creatures with him, were for a time as it were buried; and 

| | ſp _ n "REP he , Ale Re hi 7: 3044 FR 1 We. - 
W eſpecially this was the caſe, when the fountains of the great 


41 


10 deep were braken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, 


and ihey in the midſt of that deluge, which deſtroyed all the 


W world: This appeared to me to anſwer tb immerſion if Bap- 
tim; and I could not think: the Holy Ghoſt. wauld refer 9 


| to 
Wl the water of a food, as à type of a little quantity 'of that dle. 
went, made uſe of when poured or ſprinkled, on the face of an 
6 iufant. And as Noah and, his bile were ſaved. by water; the 
Wl believer is ſaved. by Baptiſm, not _efficaciguſly or meritoripully, 

but declaratively d i el In the profeſſion of his 
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